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Derrick Scott receiving the National Life Membership from the 
County President, Brig Barry Reeves 
 

Mr Richardson (left) and Mr Wragg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Derrick Scott is awarded National 
Life Membership  
Mr Derrick Scott has been a member of The 
Royal British Legion since joining Laceby 
Branch in 1968; he has held many posts both 
within the Branch and the Club 
He joined the County Committee in 1980 and 
was appointed County Parade Marshall in 
1983, a post from which he has sadly recently 
retired. He has also held the position of 
County Treasurer since 1992, an onerous task 
which he takes very seriously. For the last 26 
years Derrick has issued tickets and organised 
the seating plan for our County Festival of 
Remembrance at Royal Air Force College, 
Cranwell. 
Derrick was recommended for the award of 
Nation Life Membership of the Legion by the 
Laceby Branch, with the unanimous support 
of the County Committee. 
 
 
Royal British Legion stalwarts 
support Armed Forces Day 
Royal British Legion stalwarts Michael 
Wragg, 75, and his long-time colleague, Fred 
Richardson, 91, Chairman and Vice Chairman 

of Gainsborough & District Branch put 
Gainsborough on the map – as part of a 
national promotion to highlight Armed Forces 
Day. Both veterans had their photographs 
taken at the local Crown Carveries restaurant, 
the Trent Port, which then appeared on 
posters and leaflets the length and breadth of 
the country as well as on the restaurant chain 
website. The restaurant chain offered a free 
carvery or breakfast to all serving men and 
women and veterans between the previous 
Monday and Saturday, June 30. A spokesman 
said “We hope a royally 
good roast dinner will 
provide a morale boost for 
all our proud veterans and 
hardworking military 
personnel.” 

 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/
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In a year with drought up to the 4th of April, when the  
Hosepipe Ban was imposed and then virtual non-stop 
rain until the start of the Olympics, at the end of July, the 
weather has been a source of gloom for all of us   
However, the award of the Maurice Cup, for the second 
time in three years, recognises that Lincolnshire is the 
most effective and efficient County in the Country and 
all Branches and members are to be congratulated on 
this achievement.   The presentation of the trophy by the 
National President at the National Conference at the end 
of May was a proud moment for our Chairman, Tony 
Goodwin.    
However, a week later, any feelings of euphoria by Tony 
were shattered as he was struck down with serious 
illness and hospitalised in Peterborough for several 
weeks.   He is now recuperating at home in the care of 
Jan and NHS nurses but he will be 'hors de combat' for 
some time to come.   In the meantime our County Vice-
Chairman, Bridget Wilcox, has assumed the role of 
County Chairman, no doubt with Tony's watchful eye 
still on County affairs.  
The Queen's Diamond Jubilee visit to Burghley on the 
13th of June was a special day with over sixty members 
and guests from the County being invited to attend.   I 
had the great honour of being introduced to Her Majesty 
and to say how busy a County we are. 
The splendid news on the Poppy Appeal is that we have 
passed this year's target by over £40,000, an increase of  
over 8%, with the total so far standing at a record 
£790,237.42 as at the end of July.   The Poppy Lunch at  

the Petwood Hotel on Sunday 14th October is the 
next major fund-raising event for the County.  
Tickets are available from Jo Ticehurst, County 
Fund-raising officer (07867537099) at £27.50 each 
for a traditional three course lunch Reception, drinks 
and wine with the meal.   There is also a Guest 
Speaker, Warrant Officer Mark Langridge MC, the 
Parachute Regiment, one of the leaders who raced to 
the South Pole earlier in the year and raised 
£170,000 for the Royal British Legion.   This 
promises to be an excellent and popular event, so 
please apply early to avoid disappointment as 
numbers are limited.   The County Womens' Section 
also have a record to celebrate having raised a figure 
of £28,000 for the annual Purse collection - well 
done. 
The Standard Bearers’ Competition at Horncastle on 
16th September has yet to attract many participants 
and Branches are encouraged to persuade their 
Standard Bearer to take part in the competition. 
Preparations for the Launch of the Poppy Appeal at 
East Kirkby on the 27th October and the Festival of 
Remembrance at Cranwell on the 4th November are 
well in hand and no doubt Branches and Poppy 
Appeal Organisers and collectors are working 
towards Remembrancetide with the aim of achieving 
another record total.   I wish you all well and hope 
that the weather will be good for collecting. 

 Barry Reeves 
County President 

  

Richard pays homage in the cemetery 

 
County Patron: Mr A. Worth, MA, FrAgS 
President: Brigadier B. Reeves 
Chairman: Mr A.R.P. Goodwin, BEM 
County Secretary: Mr B. Mahoney 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S FOREWORD 

Remembrance at Dieppe 
On Friday 17th August, Mr Richard Kent, our County Standard Bearer, joined a small group of 26 people on a 
special Remembrance Tour to Dieppe to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the ill-fated Dieppe Raid of 19 
August 1942.  The group also included several RBL representatives, together with relatives of some of the British 
and Canadian service personnel who took part in the raid and who, in some cases, did not return.  They visited 
several of the landing sites, and the tour culminated with a series of commemorative services and a parade on 
Sunday, 19 August, followed by a return to the Canadian Cemetery and Memorial Park for personal acts of homage 
by relatives of the fallen.  The group was honoured by the 
presence of the daughter of Captain Porteous of No. 4 
Commando, who received one of the three Victoria 
Crosses awarded during the operation.   
The soldiers who died during the Raid were buried by the 
Germans, creating a unique layout in the Dieppe Canadian 
War Cemetery, where the headstones have been placed 
back-to-back in double rows, the norm for a German war 
cemetery, but unlike any other Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission site.  When the Allies liberated 
Dieppe as part of Operation Fusilade in 1944, the grave 
markers were replaced but the layout was left unchanged 
to avoid disturbing the remains.   

Mr S.R.Bonde, Editor 
31 Clare Close, 

STAMFORD, PE9 2QA 
Tel: 01780 757041 

E-mail: srbonde@hotmail.com 

mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com
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The Team and Riders at RAF Waddington 

Legion products sell well 

The Riders give tremendous support 

Keeping busy … 

 

 
 
County Recruiting Team 

Bridget Wilcox, our Principal County Recruiting Officer, and her 
Team have had a busy summer. They have been active at shows and 
events up and down the County in support of the Branches and waving 
the Legion flag. Among their highlights: 
On 16 June the Team were at the RAF Coningsby Families Day, 
with John Lee, our regional Armed Forces Liaison Officer with 700 
or more other visitors, lots of banter and, naturally, a superb flying 
display. 
The Team experienced 
differing weather at the 
Lincolnshire County Show, 

20-21 June – fine the first day and flooded out the second! But they 
persevered, spoke to many people and met many old and new friends, 
including the new President of Welton & District and his wife. They 
recruited at least three Members for North Hykeham and other Branches 
and met several beneficiaries who came across to thank the Legion for 
help received in the past. 

They were also in Skegness on 
26 June, at the invitation of Cllr 
Mrs Doreen Stephenson, Leader of East Lindsey District Council, 
when the Olympic Torch passed through. Supported by Stamford’s 
mobile display unit in the park with 10,000 other people, they met many 
Legion and other visitors from Yorkshire, Cambridgeshire, 
Leicestershire and Derbyshire. Again beneficiaries came up to thank 
them for Legion help – in one case for a stay in Alderson House, and in 
another help received through the Civvy Street programme. 
The RAF Waddington Air 
Show just would not be the 
same without the Team. 

They were there again this year, 30 June – 1 July, with Members of 
the Riders Branch and again were kept busy answering questions, 
giving advice on Legion support, directing enquirers to their local 
Branch, again trading banter with serving and ex-squaddies, and 
even selling Legion gew-gaws. The first day started with a downpour 
but soon cleared up to a beautiful day, perfect for the flying display. 
Bridget and her Team spent many, long, tiring hours in the field but 
returned spirits undampened and a job well done. 
 

If you want to get 
ahead, get a hat 
Eric Wilcox has been saying 
for a while that he is always 
taking Bridget to places for the 
RBL and he did not have a 
Chauffeur's hat"!  Well, when 
Bridget went to the Annual 
Poppy Presentation Lunch to 
present the awards for the 
Alford Branch, Eric was 
presented with a chauffeur's hat 
to use as long as he would like; 
so, needless to say, there had to 
be a photograph of him doing 
the job and of Bridget being 
"Lady Muck of Woodhall 
Spa"!!
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Her Majesty driving through Stamford. Simply glorious! 

Stamford Members picnic while they wait 

Her Majesty arrives at Burghley House 

 
Nina Gaunt  and. Maureen Davis 

 
 
Thousands turn out for HM The Queen’s Jubilee visit to Burghley Park and 
Stamford, Wednesday, 13 June 
Built to impress Queen Elizabeth I, Burghley House, near 
Stamford, once again welcomed a royal visit when it hosted one of 
Queen Elizabeth II's official Diamond Jubilee events. Some 10,000 
of the Queen’s more intimate acquaintances, from schools, 
charities and other organisations across Lincolnshire, 
Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire, and Rutland, gathered for a 
picnic in Burghley Park, and enjoyed a funfare, band 
performances, and a stage with video screen while they awaited 
her arrival by helicopter.  
 

Their enthusiasm and flag waving was not dampened at all by the 
overcast skies and a few drops of rain and, finally, the weather 
brightened up as, on cue, Her Majesty arrived at 12.25. She wore a 
long teal-green coat and hat with white gloves and black shoes. 
Sadly Prince Phillip was not well and had to miss the visit. 
 

150 staff formed a personal guard of honour as HM entered 
Burghley House. There she was given a whirlwind tour of the 
House by the chatelaine Miranda Rock and her husband Orlando.  
She then planted a lime tree outside next to one planted by Queen 
Victoria in 1844  
 

Next she met a number of community champions, including many 
RBL, and then had lunch with the great-and-the-good. Finally, she 
emerged to join the crowds in Burghley Park. Tony Worth, Lord 
Lieutenant of Lincolnshire, made a short address before an 

impeccable National Anthem and a display by 
the Red Arrows and then the Blades aerobatics 
team. 
 

Meanwhile back in Stamford, confusion and 
anarchy reigned at the War Memorial where, we 
had been told, we were to muster so that Her 
Majesty could see us, our Standards and the War 
Memorial itself. When we got there however, 
the crowd was already three deep, right across 
the War Memorial, but eventually we were able 
to force enough room for the Standards to be 
seen. The rest of us stood behind the crowd and 
some of us even managed to catch a glimpse of 
her as she passed by. Her Majesty looked 
lovely. 

 
 
Woodhall Spa’s Diamond Tombola 
The Woodhall Spa & District Branch had a Tombola Stall for 
the Woodhall Spa Village Diamond Jubilee Weekend. The stall 
was in the grounds of the Golf Hotel and the weather was kind 
by staying dry but chilly, attracting many visitors. Nina Gaunt 
(Branch PAO) and her helpers, Maureen Davis and Rosemary 
Ballard (Branch Secretery), manned the stall and raised £80 for 
Branch Poppy Appeal. Even Branch Chairman, John Egleton, 
popped along to give his support. Nina would like to thank 
members who contributed to the tombola for this event, and 
those who came along and supported the stall.
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Decisions, decisions ! 

The overall winner by Ellie Marston 

 
The Joyce Burton Trophy 

 

 
 
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal Competition 

What a sparkling display of imagination and splendour Stamford Branch 
unleashed when they invited local schools to join a competition to design a 
medal for The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. There were a wealth of entries from 
Years 4-6 at Malcolm Sargent Primary School, Stamford Junior School and St 
Gilbert’s Church of England Primary School. The Crown, the Union flag, lots 
of jewels, and The Queen of course all featured prominently among the 
entries, all decorated with an abundance of ribbons and glitter 
The judges, Branch President Derek 
Gladman, Chairman John Copeland, 
Secretary Pat Savory, Youth & Schools 
Member Darren Rawnsley and Branch 
Member, Mrs Joyce Burton had real 
difficulty in choosing their favourite entries. 
They were all so good that they felt that 
everyone deserved a prize but, in the end, 
they decided after much agonizing on a 

charming designby Ellie Marston of St Gilbert’s School, featuring a Royal corgi! 
What imagination! Other winners were Gabrielle Ball of Malcolm Sargent 

School and Tabitha Crook, aged 8, from 
Stamford Junior School. They will all 
receive a real Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Medal from the Branch and a Poppy pin 
badge, and St Gilbert’s School will be 
awarded the Joyce Burton Trophy for the overall standard of all of their 
numerous entries. The Trophy has been commissioned and generously funded 
by Joyce Burton, for presentation each year to the school winning this and 
other similar Branch competitions in the future. 
This was a charming competition which brought out so many lovely ideas 
from the children. Thanks go to the judges for taking on a difficult and 
thankless task, to Darren Rawnsley, Branch Youth Member, for the idea and 
for organising it so well, but especially to the schools and the children for 
joining in with such spirit. 

 
Kirton & District Celebrate the Jubilee 
Back in 1947, Kirton village decided it needed an area for football and cricket activities. A local businessman, Mr 
T A Graves, offered to lay some 50+ acres to grass as long as the committee provided the grass seed. In later years 
a sports pavilion was built and 1951 saw the swings and seesaw erected. Since then the Graves Park Sports and 
Social Club has progressed with weekly entertainment, and other activities.  

Early in 2012 the Graves Park Sports and Social Club decided to celebrate The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in Kirton 
with a Fun Day on Monday 4th June. Jubilee Day opened with the boys’ and girls’ fancy dress competition for the 
best King and Queen and continued with live demonstrations and practice rescues by the local village Fire Services 
in the main arena, many local stalls selling cakes, hot dogs and hamburgers, flowers and hanging baskets, lots of 
practical activities for the children, and bouncy castles and slides, live music played through out  the day by local 
bands and groups., and a Tug of War competition – no one seems to know who the winners were!!! As luck would 
have it the dark clouds and rain  missed the event. 

RBL Kirton Branch was invited to take part so Branch Chairman, 
Ken Huskisson, and Secretary, Bob Allen, organized a Tombola 
stall, helped on the day by Gordon Gray, Roland Reece, Ian 
Caswell and family members. The Tombola was set up in the 
Branch’s own self-erect Gazebo [well worth the investment ] and 
the back drop was information on the Royal British Legion 
membership and recruitment. The Tombola stall was visited by the 
Mayor of Boston, Mr Colin Brotherton, a Kirton man, who 
officially opened the Jubilee Day. The Legion had a very 
successful day with well over 250 prizes, all  gone by the middle of 
the afternoon, raising a total of £246 for the branch welfare funds 
etc. 
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Healing Branch Tombola Stall all ready for the 
Jubilee celebrations 
 

Lots and lots of prizes  
 

The Branch President reads from Revelation 
21:1-5 

Building Bridges 
Joint service personnel who all will have a different, 
varied tale to tell of how it was, their account, what 
they saw and how through desert storms and more, 
nights of bitter uncompromising cold they soldiered 
on, to keep a hold and help the country onto its feet 
once more and in so doing put an end to this 
sometimes confusing and unwanted war. 
 
These heroes, brave souls who lose a friend must stay 
strong, then make amends and do their duty for duty 
bound they are, each person vowed to help protect 
our nation’s gentle graceful flower from those who 
would destroy our land, courageous men and women 
stand and send their letters home with aching pen and 
tired eyes, patrol followed by patrol, comrades 
sharing all they have ensuring that they too survive. 
 
Remembering their friends who fall then, with 
respect and love onto the wall imprint their names 
forever held in dignity and courage blest, a rose, a 
thought when laid to rest among the hero’s of the 
past, whilst loved ones their feelings hidden 
underneath a sea of cameras and good wishes, 
commiserations, a brave face, look to the Union flag 
upon the mast always hoping, thinking please, 
 
On Armed Forces Day and forever, show your 
support! 
 

By Darren Rawnsley 
 (Stamford Poet Laureate & Stamford Branch 

 
Healing Jubilee Celebrations 
Healing & District Branch supported the Healing Parish Council 
Jubilee Beacon Lighting on Monday 4 June.   The big event was 
held, with a picnic, on the RBL field at Healing.  
Alyson and Maisie Wilson from Healing Branch ‘manned’ the 
Branch tombola stall which was well stocked at the beginning of 
the evening. They eventually had some difficulty selling tickets by 
lantern light. But everyone who knows the ladies know that they 

do not give up while 
there is money to be 
had for the Poppy 
Appeal and, by the 
time the Jubilee 
Beacon was lit at 
10.15pm, stocks were 
somewhat depleted. 
The evening’s entertainers, two semi classical singers, were wonderful 
and enjoyed by all of the 500 or so people attending. The weather was 
kind giving us a sunny warm evening and most people picniced in 
style with all kinds of good food and champagne. The party mood 
continued with a display of fireworks to round off the festivities. 
 

 
Mayor’s Civic Service – 90th Rededication Service – Raising the Armed Forces Day 
Flag 

Stamford Branch members turned out to represent the Legion in the 
grand March on Sunday, 24 June from Stamford Town Hall to All 
Saints’ Church to celebrate the inauguration of Cllr Bob Sandall, the 
Town Mayor, and the 90th Anniversary of Stamford Branch. A further 
two dozen Members joined them at the Church together with the Lord 
Lieutenant, the High Sheriff, assorted Counsellors, and neighbouring 
Mayors and 
Mayoresses. There 
were more chains 
there than at 
Guantanamo! 
The Mayor’s 
Chaplain and Dean of 
Stamford, the Very 

Rev Mark Warrick, and Stamford’s own Branch Chaplain, the Rev 
Canon Donald Gray, led the Service of Rededication together. In 
his sermon Mark Warrick said that the Rededication offered an 
opportunity to look to their performance and to keep themselves on 
their toes. He observed that there was always some conflict in 
progress somewhere and that HM Forces were constantly engaged. 
Pride and greed were normal and our society was also moving that 
way. There would always be a role for the Legion; we must 
continue our good work. 
After the service, the civic party and Legion members marched 
back to the Town Hall, saluting the War Memorial as they passed. 
At the Town Hall itself the Mayor led a short but impressive 
ceremony to raise the Armed Forces Flag for the week. A special 
thanks must go, as always, to Stamford Brass generally, and to 
Bob Rennard for playing the Last Post and Reveille. Afterwards, 
during the Mayor’s reception in the Town Hall, Darren Rawnsley, 
the Town Poet Laureate and Stamford Branch member, read his 
poem Building Bridges to mark Armed Forces Day and the need to 
show our support for the troops. 
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 The Legion Stall raised a further £500 towards the Poppy Appeal.  
From left to right is Jon Colbertson, Pam Givens, Jess Worsfold, 
Pam’s aunty Ena, and Simon Worsfold.  
 

The CCF attached to Havelock Academy kindly donated a 
cheque of £100 to Great Grimsby Chairman, Simon Worsfold, 
for the Poppy Appeal 

Woodhall Spa Forties Weekend 

 
Jan & Ken Fletcher on alert to sell Draw tickets 
 
Members of Woodhall Spa and District Branch 
manned the County Recruitment gazebo at the 
Woodhall 40's Weekend held over Saturday & 
Sunday, 21 & 22 July. Over the two days Bob and 
Rosemary Ballard, Ann and Heidi Pickup, 
Norman Wigglesworth, Jan and Ken Fletcher, 
Karen and Adam Turner made sure that the 
gazebo was manned at all times and also sold 
many RBL items. They also received a large 
number of visits by the public, many in war time 
uniform and civilian attire of the 1940s. On 
the Saturday the Branch held their Grand Summer 
Draw with over 20 prizes, the first prize being 
£100.  
 

Branch Chairman John Egleton with Branch Members and PO Lester, U 
S Navy. 

 
Great Grimsby ‘celebrate’ Armed Forces Day 
Great Grimsby Branch and Cleethorpes celebrated 
Armed Forces Day with a Parade and Service at the 
Royal Air Force Monument on Cleethorpes seafront. 
The day was very successful with thousands of people 
lining the route of the parade.  There were also several 
display stalls including a Legion stall, Army 
Benevolent Fund, SSAFA etc.   

The next evening a Military tattoo was held at the Meridian 
Point at Cleethorpes, including Cranwell Band, Military 
Wives Choir, Ghurkhas, Royal Signals Regt Motor Cycle 
Display Team. A brilliant evening’s entertainment.  
 
 

Woodhall Spa visit Digby 

Members of Woodhall Spa & District Branch were 
welcomed to RAF Digby on 12th June by Petty Officer Mike 
Lester of the U.S. Navy, currently on attachment to Digby. 
Pausing at the Canadian Memorial, before moving on to the 
Ops  Room Museum where they were given an interesting 
history and insight into the Base during WWII, they were then 
able to wander freely around to browse through this extremely 
fascinating museum housed in a bunker. Following the  actual 
museum tour, members were then fortunate enough to be able 
to visit the Officers’ Mess where several “beverages” were 
enjoyed by all. The trip was organised by Committee 
Members Karen Turner and Norman Wigglesworth.   
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Simon Worsfold, Grimsby Branch Chairman welcoming the adventurers to 
Grimsby 

 

 
 

 

 
 
All Around the Coast 

Great Grimsby Branch were host for the 
evening to "ALL AROUND THE COAST" 
Albion Adventurers, John Pomeroy and John 
Poole. The Johns set off from Warminster to drive 
a 1951 Austin A40 Pickup truck all the way round 
the coast of England, Scotland and Wales, raising 
money for the Poppy Appeal on the way.  The 
Adventure should take about a month and about 
4,000 miles, depending on route and road 
diversions.   
The two Johns arrived in Grimsby on Thursday, 
31 May, to be met by the Branch Chairman, 
Simon Worsfold, the Secretary, Jess Worsfold, 
and Poppy Appeal Organiser, Gail Davy.  
The two gentlemen were treated to a carvery 
evening meal at a local hostelry and 
accommodation was provided by Gail. An 
interesting evening was had by all and they were 
waved off in the morning to continue the next 
stage of their journey to Whitby. 

 
Bikers from the Wirral set out on 23 August on a marathon challenge to raise £10,000 for the Royal British Legion 
and Help for Heroes, whilst also raising awareness for all heroes, past and present.  Over the next 6 days they 
travelled clockwise around the UK mainland, taking in various military points of interest, in addition to the most 
extreme compass points on the mainland. They passed through Lincolnshire on 26 August. 
The awareness campaign got off to a flying start when the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight last April hosted the 
first of three photo shoots to represent our Armed Forces.  “The help from RAF Coningsby was fantastic and we 
can’t thank them enough.  The sky is quite literally the limit” says Paul Jarratt, one of the co-organisers.  Other 
awareness events for the team included the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst and Nelson’s flagship, HMS Victory. 
The bikers, backed by BBMF, UK Fire Service 
Resources, Biker FM, and many biker commercial groups, 
also took part in events on the Wirral and throughout the 
UK. 

Full details of the marathon are on their website 
www.uk360r4h.co.uk where specially designed 
wristbands can be bought for £2 each or a donation made. 
All proceeds from these sales will be shared between the 
Legion and H4H. 

http://www.uk360r4h.co.uk
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Mrs Doreen Green presents the Pinchbeck WS 
Section purse 

 
Entertainment on the day was provided 
by Ian Myers and his daughter Emily 
with music from shows such as Les 
Miserables, Carmen and Oklahoma 
finishing off with those old favorites - 
Land of Hope and Glory and Rule 
Britannia. 

 
 
Lincolnshire WS Annual Purse 2012 

The Lincolnshire Women’s Section held their annual purse 
presentation at Bracebridge Heath on the 28th of July, when twenty 
two Branches presented 
a fantastic total of 
£28,000. Waltham & District 
Branch alone raised over £3,000! 
The purses were received by 
Central Committee member, Mrs 
Sheila Fear, and she and Mrs 
Margaret Early both gave 
presentations on the work carried 
out by the Women’s Section.  
award a Certificate of 

Appreciation to a member who has done that bit extra to help the Women’s 
Section. Nominations and reasons why should be sent to the Women’s Section 
secretary by 22 September. 
Womens County Conference will be held on the 17 November at Tattershall 
Village Hall, starting at 11.00am. 

Cuppa raises cash for the Legion 

Article and photograph courtesy of the Market 
Rasen Mail. 
Members of the Tealby, Market Rasen & 
District Women’s Section had a warm welcome 
for visitors to their recent coffee morning. As well 
as refreshments, the event in St Thomas’ Church 
room in Market Rasen also offered the chance of 
a prize on the tombola and tempting treats on the 
cake stall.  
Pictured are Hillary Thornton, Sheila Perkins, 
Brian Marshall, Margaret Lakin-Whitworth, Wilf 
Johnson, and Sue Johnson. 
 

Pinchbeck Women’s and Branch 
collaboration 

Pinchbeck Women’s Section (and husbands) had a tombola 
stall at Pinchbeck's annual carnival on 9th June 2012. It was a 
good day and the stall was "sold out" early making £195 for 
their funds. This year’s theme was the Olympics and to end a 
good days work they also gained 1st place for the best 
decorated stall.  
Both the Women’s Section and Branch members worked 
together on the day, manning the recruiting and information 
stand. The Branch also signed one new member and there was 
several other promising enquiries. 
The next Joint fundraiser will be on Saturday 22nd September 
and will feature be a Sausage & Mash supper/beetle drive. 
Tickets cost only £6 each. Contact anyone at Pinchbeck 
Branch 
  

Eric Morcambe 
Gail Morecambe, daughter of Eric, will give a talk 
‘Life with my Father’ at the Greetham Valley Hotel on 
Sunday, 24 November. Tickets cost £22.50 and are 
available from Friends of Rutland Sailability on 01780 
740289 or at michael.baumber@btinternet.com. 
 

mailto:michael.baumber@btinternet.com
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The panel deep in thought! 

The band in full swing 

Shaun doing his Mick Jagger impersonation 

Steve Bonde’s hareem 

Wainfleet Summer Concert 
Pat’n Peter Nicholas and Wainfleet & District Branch held another 
successful concert at Wainfleet's 'Coronation Hall' on Saturday, 21 
July for 'the Royal British Legion'. The concert featured an evening 
of 40/50s music by 'the Skegness Silver Band' and their star 
drummer Lewis Knight. Period costume – a set of drapes for the 
fellas and flared petticoats for their girls – was encouraged and a 
good time was had by all, including members from other Branches.  
Lewis can really play and, after a couple of ten minute spots, when 
the audience was asked if they wanted a repeat, a loud shout of 
‘YES!’ was heard. So a booking for 12 May 2013 has been made. 
Pat’n Pete would like to thank all those who came and all who 
helped, sponsored, donated or gave raffle prizes enabling them to 
raise £230.  Their next concert is on 9 September at 2.00pm, starring 
Jim Ryder and Adam James. Pat n’Pete encourage more members of 
other Branches to come along and see what mischief they get up to. 
Tickets from Peter on 01754-880040. 
 

The fantastic Jim Ryder 
and Adam James in concert 
Singing their special Cowboy 
Country style, with Adam playing the 
guitar, and making it all sound like 
magic, the ever popular duo return for 
their fourth visit for Pat’n Pete. They 
will stage their concert in the 
Coronation Hall, Wainfleet, near 
Skegness, on Sunday, 9 September. 
Doors open at 1.00 for 2.00pm. 
Refreshments will be available. 
Tickets are still only £6.00, available 
from 01754 880040. All profits will 
go the RBL Wainfleet & District 
Branch. 

 
Branch 60s Night 
It was dark and gloomy, hot and noisy – a great atmosphere for thumping, 
rock music at its best by The Silhouettes at the Danish Invader in Stamford 
on Saturday, 16 June. They were playing a concert of 60s hits as part of 
Stamford Branch’s 90th Anniversay celebrations. There they were – the 
Branch geriatrics happily crooning away ‘Why must I be a teenager in love’ 
and bopping around on the dance floor. They enjoyed all the old favourites 

from Cliff’s Move It, through the 
Beatles, the Foundation, Elvis, and the 
Strolling Bones -  the best band ever – 
with the love of my life, Honky Tonk 
Woman.  It took us all back to our 
early delinquency. 
The Danish Invader laid on a 
sumptious free buffet and the raffle 
made a very good £102 for Branch 
funds. Thanks to everyone involved 
especially the band, Roy and Marian 

for running the raffle and all those who brought prizes and bought tickets, 
and above all to impresario, Bill Turner for organizing such a successful 
evening. 

 
 

Any Questions 
As part of its regular six-monthly New Members’ Social on 17 July, 
Stamford Branch decided to mount ‘Any Questions’, just like the BBC. 
This was a new venture for the Branch. Members were invited to submit 
questions in advance and these were edited by Steve Bonde, who chaired 
the panel. The panel was made up of willing volunteers; Amber Stokes, 
Derek Burton, Margaret Rogers and Derek Adkins, who between them 
represented the young, the old-and-the-bold, and the ladies. The 
questions asked the panel’s opinions on how the RBL nationally and 
locally could be made more attractive to younger members; how we 
could motivate current branch members to support events; and are the 
social events, often poorly supported, necessary as part of local branch 
life. One of the young ladies from RAF Wittering said that she felt we 
needed to become better known among serving personnel, as it was the enthusiasm of her Section Leader that had 
prompted her to join and she looked forward to spreading the word and participating in Branch activities. The final 
question asked the panel members what they thought they would be doing in five years time – some interesting 
answers! An hour and a half later, everyone agreed that it had been a good evening and that it should be repeated at 
the next New Members’ Social in January. 
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Cliff Newton, in the fetching mauve, entertaining members 
of Stamford RBL 

 
Newton Newton Flags 
If you look on their website – www.newtonnewtonflags.com - Newton Newton Flags appears to be a multimillion 
conglomerate. In fact the company was started in 1975 by Cliff Newton and his wife and has today grown into a 
flourishing family business in Burgh le Marsh. Cliff and his wife have now retired but the business continues to 
thrive under their two daughters, with help from local staff. 
The emphasis is on quality rather than volume. Even the ‘Flags’ is a bit of a misnomer. They do make flags if 
requested, but their forte is the production of superior quality military, veterans, corporate, school, civic standards 
and banners, in four qualities – appliquéd, hand painted, machine embroidered, and hand embroidered. They make 
all the Standards of the Royal Naval Association – all branches. They state that, with care, their  standards and 
banners will last at least 50-60 years. 
They are one of only five such producers in the UK, each of whom specialise - Newton Newton in hand 
embroidery. All the others, including some of the more familiar names, no longer manufacture but out-source such 
orders. 
Cliff Newton has just started guided tours of the 
premises and invites any Legion Branch to contact 
him. The tour lasts 90 to 120 minutes, mostly taken up 
with Cliff’s presentation, cups of tea and biscuits, but 
also including chatting to his daughters and staff as 
they work. It is clear that Cliff is passionate and a 
perfectionist in achieving and maintaining high 
standards of craftsmanship. He can be contacted at: 
Newton Newton Flag & Banner Makers Limited, 
The Bishop Tozer's Chapel, Middlemarsh Road,  
Burgh-Le-Marsh, PE24 5AD 
Tel: + 44 (0)1754 768401 
E-mail: info@newtonnewtonflags.com  
 Woodhall Spa Poppy Service 

 
The Woodhall Spa & District Branch attended their second 
Poppy Church Service at All saints Church Horsington on Sunday 
22 July. The service was conducted by the Branch Chaplain, the 
Reverend Frank Wells, and Branch Member, Bill Radley. Steve 
Hall carried the Branch Standard and the Branch Chairman, John 
Egleton, read the Homage. After the Service John thanked 
everyone involved in organising  the event and the Church Ladies 
who provided a small buffet and refreshments. 

Shipmates ahoy! 
Most members of the Royal Naval Association 
(RNA) are usually also Legion members. Diana 
Walker, Chairlady and Secretary of the Boston 
RNA, has asked us therefore to publish her 
appeal for members to join her Branch. Too 
many of their members are ‘passing the bar’ 
and the Branch is struggling. She appeals to any 
serving or former members of the Royal Navy, 
Royal Marines, Merchant Navy, QARNS, 
WRNS or anyone who would like to join as an 
Associate Member to help the Branch stay 
afloat. Please respond to: 
Diana Walker,               Tel: 01205 821440 
RNA Boston Secretary, Fax: 01205 820671 
Black Sluice IDB, Station Road,       
diana.walker@blacksluiceidb.gov.uk 
Swineshead, BOSTON, PE20 3PW   
www.blacksluiceidb.gov.uk 

The Jenny Ross Award 
Jenny Ross was the Community Fundraiser before our current CFR, Jo Ticehurst.  
When Jenny left the RBL she commissioned a trophy to be awarded each year to the 
person who raised funds for the RBL in the most innovative manner. The award has 
been running for 3 years and has been won by some fantastic ideas - a hand made 
‘splat the rat’ game, hand made poppy jewellery, and dashboard bouncy poppies. 
If you know of anyone who you think could be nominated for this year’s award, please 
contact Jo Ticehurst on 07867 537099, or email her on jticehurst@britishlegion.org.uk 

 
The Jenny Ross Award 

http://www.newtonnewtonflags.com
mailto:info@newtonnewtonflags.com
mailto:diana.walker@blacksluiceidb.gov.uk
mailto:jticehurst@britishlegion.org.uk
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US Air Force medical team, PECC team members 
and Jayne. – 2nd from left 

Saving Lives in Afghanistan. 
Stamford Branch Member, Jayne Arscott, is currently serving in 
Afghanistan. She sent this email to the Branch to let them know how 
she is getting on and what she is doing: 
Hello to everyone back home. It is really hot out here already; 
reaching 40 degrees most days, but often feels much hotter. We have 
had some bad storms and flash flooding, but the ground soon dries 
when the sun comes up. I am working and living with the 
Americans, but it is not as luxurious as you would expect. I think the 
US Army and Air Force like their mod cons, but I am with the 
Marines (USMC) and they like to “rough it.” No flushing toilets 
here, it’s rows of porta loos! The food is plentiful and they definitely 
believe an army marches on its stomach; they even have Baskin and 
Robbins ice-cream with hot chocolate sauce. Luckily there is a gym, 
and in typical Marine Corps fashion there are pull up bars, 
(everywhere) just in case you fancy a workout on the way to work. 
I am working in the Patient Evacuation Co-ordination Cell or PECC for short, in the main Regional Command 
(South West) Head Quarters. It is my job to get the casualties off the battlefield and into the nearest hospital in the 
quickest time possible. It means working and speaking to lots of different people to be able to get the best care for 
our troops. We have a lot of military hospitals in Afghanistan, run by British, Americans and Germans, amongst 
others. But there are also a lot of local hospitals springing up, and they are taking over a lot of the care of the 
Afghan people. We use different helicopters, aircraft and  teams to get casualties to the right hospital. It is 
incredible how fast they can take off in response to a call, often 3 or 4 minutes, and the team is airborne and on 
their way to the casualty. Each team has a different set up, but they all provide life saving skills and equipment on 
board the helicopter. 
When they get to Bastion Hospital the guys get amazing care. They have state of the art CT, MRI, X-Ray, 
laboratories and surgeons. The nursing is second to none, and the nurses always have time to sit with the patients 
and just chat. There is real camaraderie on the ward and the injured soldiers all help each other, and of course there 
is lots of banter. Once the patients are ready to come home, they have medical escorts for the flight home to 
Birmingham. They are then seen by the doctors at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and either continue receiving 
medical care, or get discharged home to their families. The whole medical system out here works incredibly well, 
and I am very proud to be a small part of it. 
 Sqn Ldr Jayne Arscott (Stamford Branch Member

Government Announces Military Medals Review  
The Prime Minister has announced an independent review of the rules and 
principles governing the awarding of military campaign medals. Sir John 
Holmes will carry out a fresh, independent review taking account of the 
longstanding principles that have determined past decisions.  
 

The existing guiding rules and principles for the awarding of military 
campaign medals are that:  
• awards will not be considered after a period of five years has elapsed after a 
particular military action;  
• individuals will not be rewarded twice for the same military campaign, i.e. 
no 'double medalling';   and  
• awards are based upon significant 'risk and rigour' for the individual 
concerned.  
 

The review will not consider individual gallantry awards, nor will it cover 
medals for long service or good conduct, which are the responsibility of parent 
government departmets.  
 

The review will ensure that all interested parties, including the veterans' 
organisations, are fully consulted, and aims to deliver a report with 
recommendations where appropriate for any change by the summer to the 
Government. 

Combat Stress 24-hour 
Helpline celebrates its 
first birthday  
Congratulations to our friends at 
Combat Stress. Their 24-hour 
helpline has recently reached its 
first birthday. In its first 12 
months it has proved a vital 
service to the military 
community, helping many 
hundreds of people around the 
UK. It received over 4,400 calls 
from veterans and serving 
personnel, as well as from family 
members concerned about a 
veteran or serving loved one. 
26% of calls have come from 
women and callers are all ages 
from teenagers to people in their 
nineties 

The Band of HM Royal Marines 
The St Neots Royal Naval Association are hosting a band concert by the Band of  HM Royal Marines, HMS 
Collingwood at the Priory Centre, Priory Lane, St Neots on Saturday, 20 October. Doors open at 6.15 for 7.00pm. 
Tickets cost £15 and are available from Keith Ridley (01480 810848 or 07967 128910) or Tom Mumford (01480 
473934) or at RNAStneots@googlemail.com. All profits go the Poppy Appeal. 

mailto:RNAStneots@googlemail.com
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Council homes for heroes? 
The Government has published a new version of its 
housing allocations guidance for local authorities in 
England. This version introduces measures that will 
ensure councils cannot bar certain members of the 
Armed Forces community from waiting lists due to a 
lack of local connection. Additional preference must 
also be given to others who have urgent housing 
needs. 
The guidance also ‘strongly encourages’ councils to 
consider how they can award appropriate priority to 
all serving or former Service personnel and their 
families. The Legion believes that this is a step in the 
right direction and our Director General, Chris 
Simpkins, has written to every local authority in 
England to highlight the new measures and encourage 
them to assist the Armed Forces community to access 
social housing. 

Better mental health support for Armed 
Forces families required 
The Centre for Mental Health has released a report, 
Unsung Heroes, highlighting that while progress is 
being made to address the psychological needs of 
Service personnel and veterans themselves, the practical 
and emotional impact on their partners and children 
must also be provided for. 
They call for Armed Forces families to receive better 
support to enable them cope with the emotional and 
psychological impact of deployment. They also 
recommend further research into alcohol misuse, 
domestic violence and the impact of mental health 
problems on the partners and children of Service 
personnel and veterans. The work was supported by both 
the Legion and the veteran's mental health charity 
Combat Stress. 

Keeping the disregard for council tax support  
Unfortunately the position with the new localised form of council tax benefit in England is not quite so satisfactory 
and pressure may need to be applied to local authorities to continue providing the full disregard. The Legion had 
also called for the new council tax benefit system to fully disregard War Pensions and AFCS payments. However 
the Government has decided to allow local authorities to choose how they treat these payments. 
As of April 2013 local authorities will have their own locally designed support schemes. These will have to factor 
in a 10% reduction in funding. We are concerned that local authorities, looking for savings, may choose to remove 
the full disregard of compensation payments that is, currently, almost universally awarded. 
On a more positive note the Government, in its guidance to local authorities, reminds them that the principles of 
the Armed Forces Covenant should be considered when deciding how to treat military compensation payments. 
Local authorities will be consulting on their new schemes ahead of April 2013 and the Legion will be writing to 
each one to advise of the importance of providing a full disregard. We hope that other individuals and 
organisations will do the same. 

Benefits and military compensation payments 
There has been very welcome news regarding how War 
Pensions and Armed Forced Compensation Scheme payments 
will be treated under the new Universal Credit benefit. 
Universal Credit, to be introduced early next year, will combine 
a number of existing benefits including housing benefit, income 
related employment and support allowance and working tax 
credit, into one system. 
The Legion had been worried that only £10.00 of the military 
compensation payments would be disregarded, leaving 
recipients worse off. However after we highlighted this to the 
Government they announced that these payments will not be 
considered income and will be fully disregarded. This should 
mean that many of those injured in Service will not lose out and 
in some cases may find themselves better off. 
 

Once is Enough 
Registering a death is upsetting and dealing 
with a death involves more paperwork and 
phone calls than a family needs to deal with at 
such a time. The Government has now 
introduced a simple scheme that takes away a 
lot of this stress and effort. The ‘Tell Us Once’ 
service was launched last year in collaboration 
with local authorities across Britain. It means 
you now need only to register a death in the 
usual way with the local Registrar, who can 
then advise 28 different services of the death of 
your loved one, including state pension, 
benefits, passport, driving licence, council tax, 
local library, Blue Badge, etc. It does not cover 
departmental or company pensions. 

Changes to the Financial Year for Branches & Counties. 
Annual Conference 2012 voted in favour of a new financial accounting year for Branches and Counties.  The new 
Field Financial Year will be implemented starting 1 October 2012. This means that the Financial Year for 
Counties/Districts and Branches next year will be only nine months and will end on 30 June 2013. Returns from 
both Branches and Counties must be submitted within three months of the close of the Financial Year. This means 
that accounts and R&Ps must be returned prior to having been adopted by the AGM, as the AGM and Conference 
dates will not change but remain in line with the corporate Financial Year. 



Lincolnshire – A Winning Team 
Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 

Registered Charity No: 219279 

14 

Tommy Beecham's Birthday 
surprise 

 
Photo by Oscarpix Imaging 
Chairman of the local Royal British Legion 
Coningsby, Tattershall & District Branch, 
Malcolm Blanchard, visited old soldier 
George “Tommy” Beecham at his home in 
Milson Place, Coningsby, on Sunday, 26 
August, to deliver a present from the legion 
for his 93rd birthday. Tommy is thought to be 
Coningsby’s oldest male resident 
 

 
 
Membership Application Forms 
The membership application form, MS4/12, is now in circulation.  MS4/10 will not be accepted after 31 December 
2012 due to HMRC changes to the Gift Aid declaration that must be implemented on and after 1 January 2013. The 
new forms are available by phone or email from:-  
Nicola Wren - nwren@britishlegion.org.uk  01622 794273 or: 
Phyl Summers -  psummers@britishlegion.org.uk  01622 795801  

Branch requests for literature from Aylesford 
Aylesford are receiving many email requests for MS4 at the 
moment that only detail the name of the person and their Branch.  
Could Branches please note that when they are requesting 
literature from Aylesford they need to provide the following 
information: 

 Name of Branch and Branch number 
          Name and address to where the literature should be sent. 

   

Legion Clothing 
Peter Nicholas of Wainfleet Branch regrets o report that, on 18 
June 2012, they have had to increase their prices for the first 
time in 3 years. Postage and packing costs have also increased  
by 5%, Peter will try to cover that by packing more to a box!! 
NEW PRICES, TO INCLUDE EMBROIDERY, ARE;- 
  
'T'  SHIRTS............................................£  6 - 50P. 
POLO SHIRT........................................   10 - 50P. 
SWEAT SHIRT.....................................   13 - 50P. 
OXFORD SHIRT..................................   13 - 00P. 
PILOT SHIRT.......................................   12 - 50P. 
ARTIC FLEECE....................................  16 - 50P. 
all above plus part shipping cost as charged to Peter. Please 
contact him on email.... peternicholas007@btinternet.com or on 
telephone 01754-880040. Sadly Peter still declines to give us a 
photograph of him on the catwalk.        

Veterans’ Drop-In Centre 
Brigg & District and Scunthorpe Branches have set up a Veterans’ Drop-In Centre in the MIND office in 
Scunthorpe. This initiative follows background work by Charlie Brindley and Jason Coy, Vice Chairmen of Brigg 
and Scunthorpe Branches respectively, and David and Lisa Horsley. Veterans themselves with experience of MOD 
and NHS care, they are aware of the problems facing the younger veteran who tries to adjust to life after a generation 
at war, from Bosnia to today, not forgetting older conflicts.  

The initiative was brought together when Charlie went to the mental health lead for vulnerable people in Scunthorpe 
who directed him to MIND. There, the Centre has now started a database and set up a safe and confidential 
environment for the veterans to come in and chat. The aim is that, once trust has been built, the Centre’s team, also 
veterans speaking from their own experience, can explain what has worked for them, how services can be accessed, 
and can stand by the veterans as they readjust into life after the military and move forward to help themselves. A 
major role of the team is to stand as a bridge between the individual or family and the statutory authorities until trust 
has been built, meanwhile directing those who come to their attention to the most appropriate services for them. 

They have set up a management steering group, which includes representatives from North Lincolnshire Council, NHS 
North Lincolnshire and the Rotherham, Doncaster and South Humber Mental Health Trust. They are in discussion 
with Scunthorpe police on how ex-Service personnel, who for example form a disproportionate number of the UK 
prison population, can be helped before they and their families hit rock bottom. South Humber Mental Health Trust is 
looking at ways of replicating this model across the whole of their region. Any Legion Branch interested in seeing 
what and how they are doing it in order to start something similar in their areas is invited to contact Charlie Brindley 
on 01652-678176    
 

mailto:nwren@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:psummers@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:peternicholas007@btinternet.com
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 COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS: to January 2013 
DATE             EVENT     VENUE 
16 September  County Standard Bearer Competition  Horncastle 
19/20 September 2-day Basic caseworker Course   Wellingore 
22/23 September County Chairman’s Seminar   Staverton 
23 September  Standard Bearer’s School – AGM  Crowland 
7 October   Service in the Field    Sibsey 
14 October  President’s Fund Raising Lunch   Woodhall Spa 
20 October  County Welfare Committee Meeting  Wellingore 
20 October  County Committee Meeting   Wellingore 
27 October  County Poppy Appeal Launch   East Kirkby 
  4 November  County Festival of Remembrance  RAF Cranwell 
10 November  National Festival of remembrance  Royal Albert Hall 
11 November  Armistice Day/Remembrance Day  Nationwide 
12 Jan 2012  County Annual Conference   Horncastle 
 
NB:  This calendar of events is subject to amendment depending upon National events etc.   
 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
Mr Peter Bird, Sleaford & District 

         Mr George Jarvis, Bourne & District  Mr K C Clifford, Laceby & District            
         Mr J E Rutt, Freiston & District    Mr Ronald Mulcahy,  Donington & Quadring  
         Mr David Woods,  Boston    Mrs A S Waters, Holbeach       
         Mr M Curtis, Spilsby & District      Mr Ronald Emerton , Spilsby & District  
         Mr L V Tindle, Laceby & District    Mr A Ashdown, Surfleet 
         Mr Richard Kilbon,  Sutton Bridge   Mr Edward Bel.k  Washingborough & District 
         Mr Brian Beeken,  Holbeach   Mr Douglas Green, Sleaford & District 
         Mr Malcolm Woodiwiss,  Waltham& District Mr William Crampton, Bourne & District 
         Mr D Ladbrook, Holbeach    Mrs Eileen McIntosh, Welton & District 
         Capt William Smedley, Pinchbeck   Mrs A Tetley, Immingham 
         Mrs Lily East, Wellingore, Navenby & District Mrs Brenda Marshall, Donington & Quadring 
         Mrs M J Masters, Sleaford & District  Mr Frederick Milnes, Louth & District 
         Mr Terence Constable, Skegness   Mr Gerald Lindo, Skegness 
         Mr Ronald Underwood,  Skegness   Mr Stanley Cragg, Mablethorpe 
 

Branch Chairmen/Secretaries’ Seminar 
We regret that the planned Branch Chairman/Secretaries’ Seminar has been cancelled due to the ill health of the 
County Chairman and other commitments of the County Vice-Chairman. 

County Returns for 2012:  
A list of the County forms and returns, together with their completion and return dates are below.  Can all 
Branch Secretaries note that the dates quoted are the final dates for these forms/returns to be received by the 
County Secretary:  

• Branch Accounts, complete with bank statements and authority form signed,  
31st December 2012 latest. The blank Branch Account forms will be sent direct to Branch Treasurers from Head 
Office.  

• MS1, fully completed and signed.  31 December 2012 latest.  
• County Conference Delegate Registration, completed form, 2 November 2012 latest.  
• Motions for County Conference, completed form, 30th November 2012 latest.  
• Election/Re-Election to the County Committee, completed forms, 2 November 2012 Latest.  
• Application for County Certificates, to be presented at the County Conference.  To arrive no later than  2 

November 2012.  
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Olympic Torch 

 
Doreen Green gets her hands on the 
Olympic Torch as it passed through 
Holbeach on 4 July 

 
Stuart Frost and Ben Parkinson 

 
Fun runners raise more than £1,000 for Brigg’s Poppy Appeal. 
The Brigg & District Branch of the RBL was re-formed 
only 2½ years ago and has a young and thriving 
membership, working to raise the profile of TRBL and 
younger ex-Serviceman and Servicewomen. They know 
only too well of the need of TRBL today and what they can 
do for all veterans, no matter where and when they served. 
The third annual Brigg RBL 10k Fun Run took place on 
Sunday, 2 September, starting and finishing in Brigg 
market place. It grows year on year, this year being twice as 

big as last year. It was 
overseen for the first time 
by UK Athletics and, 
perhaps because of the 
Olympics, it was well 
attended by 120 athletes, fun runners and those doing the Military Challenge, 
carrying 35 lb pack and boots, supporters and the general public. They also had a 
432 and a 25 pounder in attendance and a licence for a street collection on the day. 
L/Bdr Ben Parkinson, who was severely disabled in Afghanistan in 2006, started 
the race and handed out the trophies. This generated a  good local media presence 
on the day, giving the Branch a chance to shine. 
We have to thank our organising committee headed by Richard (Ginger) Bennett 
and Steve Campbell, with Branch Chairman, Stuart Frost, who escorted Ben 
Parkinson and his mum, Diane Dernie, during the event. 
 

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF EL ALAMEIN 
The Ministry of Defence will formally mark the courage and contribution of those who fought bravely in the Battle 
of El Alamein with a special Service of Thanksgiving, in Westminster Abbey at 3pm on Saturday, 27 October 
2012. The Rev Jonathan Woodhouse, QHC Chaplain-General (Army), will give the address at the Evensong 
Service. A reception will follow in Church House. 
Minister for Defence, Personnel, Welfare and Veterans, Andrew Robathan, has said: 
“The Battle of El Alamein was hugely significant as it was the first time the British gained the upper hand over the 
German Army. “The end of the beginning” We should honour the survivors of the Battle and commemorate all 
those who took part. El Alamein turned the tide in the Western Desert – and arguably of the war.” 
Those wishing to attend should apply by email to tracey.broome576@mod.uk or by telephone 0207 807 
0970. Tickets will be posted by 19 October. For more information please contact: 
Tom Callagher on 020 7218 0341/ 07500 121264; or by email at tom.callagher880@mod.uk 
Naomi Moore on 020 7218 6162/ 07836 721768; or by email at naomi.moore952@mod.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am sure that I speak for all of us when I wish our Chairman a speedy 
recovery and return to harness.  Get well soon, Tony. 

More Branches are suddenly sending me news of their various activities. Do keep it up and let us issue the next, 
Autumn, edition of LEGION LINCS in 3 months’ time, about late November. Could contributors please let me have 
their material, especially their activities for the Poppy Appeal, Remembrance and Christmas by about 15/16 
November. Maybe we could even get back to bi-monthly issues again! 

Correction 
The last edition incorrectly stated that Mr Jacobs had taken over from Mr 
Blanchard at the Coningsby, Tattershall & District Branch. This is 
completely wrong. Mark Blanchard remains as Branch Chairman and 
Secretary at Coningsby. His details are: 
Mr M Blanchard 
2 Hudson Drive, Coningsby 
Lincoln, LN4 4RH 
 ‘Jake’ Jacobs is of course Branch Secretary at Bourne & District Branch, as 
correctly stated in the last edition.  
My apologies to everyone concerned. It must have been yet another ‘senior 
moment’.  
 

 
Photo taken from the Market Rasen Mail of 6 September 2012 

            Steve Bonde 
Editor, LEGION LINCS 

 

mailto:tracey.broome576@mod.uk
mailto:tom.callagher880@mod.uk
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